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To: United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon 

From: President Ollanta Humala, Peru 

Re: To attain a permanent seat on the UN Security Council 

Date: 5 May 2015 

 

 

Introduction 

 

Dear Mr. Secretary General, 

 

I am writing to you from Peru with a case as to why my country should become a permanent 

member of the UN Security Council. It is of great honor that you have taken the time to consider 

my proposal. I ensure you that my proposition will be worth your while and I am hoping that you 

find approval of my reasoning, if not just to contemplate it a while longer. 

 

In this memo you will find an extensive account of Peru’s history, its current state, its 

contributions to the international community, and its attention to the values and goals shared 

with the UN. 

 

 

Background 

 

Peru is one of today’s fastest growing countries in its region, and the world. Coming from a 

turbulent history of corrupt leaders, Peru has managed, in just a little over a decade, to become a 

prominent force in the international community, whose citizens enjoy freedoms on par with other 

nations deemed to be as free, if not freer. Peru acquires a high level of prestige and national pride 

from taking part and contributing to UN’s peacekeeping efforts, no matter how small the 

operations. Our country finds any opportunity to further democracy and freedom as the UN 

regards as virtuous. Having continued success in reforming and improving the country 

domestically is only tied to Peru’s increase in positive activity with other nations. Our economy 

continues to swell, and possessing one of the region’s largest source of natural resources, many 

countries can find a beneficial relationship with Peru. What follows is a much more detailed and 

comprehensive account of Peru’s case for permanent membership with the Security Council. 
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Historical Development 

 

Our country has a rich, storied history, filled with many downs, but the victorious have far 

outweighed those periods. Peru has been afflicted by adverse leadership and government for 

much of the 20
th

 century following the Second World War. In addition, a two-decade conflict 

between two insurgency groups proved bloody and troublesome. Peru’s economy has also 

suffered in the past, but has seen a sharp increase in the last decade. Despite these shortcomings, 

Peru has taken an active participation in the international community, having signed several 

treaties, as well as ratifying into the original UN General Assembly. 

 

Shortly after joining the United Nations, Peru saw a dictatorial military government reign under 

General Manuel A. Odrid (New World Encyclopedia 2015). Lasting from 1948 to 1956, unfair 

disputes over land ownership and marginalization of Peru’s people led to the rise of armed leftist 

groups of the 1960s (New World Encyclopedia 2015). The country was then handed over to 

Fernando Belaunde Terry’s administration. While at first hopeful, Terry failed to address Peru’s 

social problems in the structural sense, making economic decisions which further caused more 

civil unrest among its people (New World Encyclopedia 2015). A coup led by General Juan 

Velasco Alvarado saw the replacement of Terry with yet another new administration. A left-

leaning nationalist, Alvarado achieved our country’s first agrarian reform (New World 

Encyclopedia 2015). He is also credited with promoting the rights of peasants and the extremely 

poor, curtailing the strife among Peru’s people (New World Encyclopedia 2015). Another coup 

took place however in 1975, with General Francisco Morales Bermudez’s rallying cry. With the 

arrival of Bermudez came the return to an elite-oriented political landscape, again stirring the 

population. Among Bermudez’s work, the populace was distanced way from social benefits of 

being a Peruvian citizen (New World Encyclopedia 2015). In 1980, Terry was re-elected. Rather 

than seeing more positive reform for Peru, Terry was burdened by increasing external debt. In 

addition, Terry weighted down by an increase in drug trafficking and the rise of a bloody 

insurgency between Shining Path and the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement (New World 

Encyclopedia 2015). Alan Garcia’s administration, beginning in 1985, left the country in an even 

worse state: hyperinflation, becoming isolated from the international financial community, and a 

continuing civil war between the two insurgencies plagued the country (New World 

Encyclopedia 2015). Alberto Fujimori, elected in 1990, brought corruption and much retaliation 

from the people. Fujimori created a closed congress and convened a referendum to write a new 

constitution. Swelling corruption, widespread political violence, and numerous human rights 

violations, Fujimori was forced to resign (New World Encyclopedia 2015). Fujimori’s 

administration left a legacy of being an authoritarian regime. 

 

To summarize, our government leadership, our country has endured periods of totalitarian, 

almost undemocratic, or ineffectual presidents. The bloody conflict between the narco-terrorist 

groups in our country has claimed about 70,000 lives (BBC News 2012). Also, our periods of 

inflation and poor living status caused certain anguish among much of our people. Today, Peru 

has one of the fastest growing economies in the world (BBC News 2012). There have been a 

number of deep, structural reforms which has led to high growth, low inflation, and a significant 

reduction in poverty (which has come to about 24% from 45% in 2005) (World Bank 2015). 

Despite periods of dark for our country, Peru has managed to come out of it a much stronger, 

unified, and much more powerful nation, and a major player in the international community. 
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Today, Peru ranks at #82 out of 192 countries with a value of 0.737 (Human Development 

Reports 2014). The quality of life of our people today is at a historical high for our country: The 

GDP per capita is at about $11,280, and our gini index measures at 0.562 (Human Development 

Reports 2014). The average life expectancy for the majority of our population is about 74.8 

years, and the amount of schooling nears the expected number of years (Human Development 

Reports 2014). In addition, we strive to create an equal opportunity for women, with a Gender 

Empowerment Measure of 0.387, ranking at 77 according to our HDI report (2014), and the 

number of seats held by women in legislation is about 22. 

 

As you can see, Peru has come a long way, from a tumultuous past has emerged a potent and 

prevailing nation that is more than capable of taking part in the international community. 

 

 

Peru’s Place in the International Community 
 

As stated in earlier, Peru has one of the region’s fastest growing economies. The last decade has 

seen unparallel expansion and development when put in comparison with the past years of our 

country’s history. Our relations with other nations and markets have allowed our economy boom, 

both in the domestic sense and in the international community. Our military may be small 

compared to other countries, but they are possessed willpower and experience, as well as having 

taken part in numerous UN peacekeeping missions. 

 

Peru currently has a population of about 30.3 million people and a GDP of about $202.3 million 

as of 2013 (World Bank 2015). According to the World Bank, this is categorized as an “upper 

middle income” country (2015). Most of our people live decent, opportunistic lives; the quality 

of living of our citizens has vastly improved from even just 20 years ago. The strong growth in 

our economy has had a positive effect in strong employment growth, which has considerably 

diminished our poverty rates. However, extreme poverty still exists in some of our rural areas, 

concentrated in a few of our districts; in 2012, about 8% of Peru’s districts contained half of our 

poor population (World Bank 2015). 

 

Looking forward, our government has much in store for our country. We only look to improve 

and build on the great accomplishments we have achieved in such a short amount of time. Today, 

my administration is building new economic policies that work on two fronts: development of 

our country domestically and institutional and macroeconomic stability (Focus Economics 

2015). We have policies and programs that seek to enable all Peruvians to have access to basic 

services and welfare, employment, and social security (World Bank 2015). We are continuing 

our fight against crime, social conflicts, and are turning a more careful eye on our influence on 

the environment (World Bank 2015). Finally, we want to establish a healthy relationship with 

rural Peru, making sure every citizen is accounted for in our country (World Bank 2015). In fact, 

2015 saw Lima hosting the World Bank/IMF Annual Meeting (World 2015). Here our Minister 

of Economy and Finance and my friend Alonso Segura lay out what is ahead for Peru and the 

world. During the meeting Segura discussed monetary fiscal buffers, reform, investment in 

infrastructure, competiveness, and social activity, and making general strides towards better 

development (2015). 
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Alongside our domestic progress, our external economy has consequently seen the same 

advancement. In fact, our past two administrations, Alan Garcia and mine included, have 

actually benefited from a favorable international context, with international trading terms vastly 

improving (Focus Economics 2015). Intensified movement with our surrounding countries in the 

region and overseas has paved the way for social cohesion policies, more public investment 

projects, and promising future of shared interests with the international community (Focus 

Economics 2015). Our current exports are broken up in the following: 50% ores and minerals; 

21% food; 12% mineral fuels, with favorable conditions in international trade in regards to all 

(Focus Economics 2015). Again, our country has a lot to offer the community, and the makeup 

of our mineral rich land should entice any prospecting foreign investor. Our natural resources 

include copper, silver, gold, petroleum, timber, fish, iron ore, coal, phosphate, potash, 

hydropower, and natural gas (CIA 2014). With an abundance of varied resources, Peru becomes 

a valuable asset in itself to other countries. 

 

Our military is nothing to be taken lightly. Although Peru hasn’t partaken in any major 

international conflicts in the past, we have ensured that our militaries remain disciplined, strong, 

and resilient. Also, our continued combating of domestic guerilla groups such as Shining Path 

has kept our generations of soldiers in shape. I, myself, would know this since I fought the 

Shining Path during my time in our Army. According to the World Bank, our military spending 

has accounted for about 7.4% of our discretionary budget (2015). Our army—Ejercito del 

Peru—is made up of about 262,000 personnel. It boasts 240 main battle tanks, with 92 light 

tanks in tow. Our hardware also includes armored personnel carriers, hundreds of artillery and 

anti-tank/aircraft missiles, and dozens of various types of helicopters (Global Security 2015). 

Peru’s navy is manned by 28,000 sailors, supported by 6 submarines, one cruiser, eight frigates, 

dozens of small craft, amphibious craft, and naval helicopters (Global Security 2015). Finally, 

our air force maintains 17,000 airmen, 30 fighters, transport craft, jets, and about 65 attack, 

transport, and light helicopters (Global Security 2015). 

 

 

Fig. 1 Peru’s GNI per capita (World Bank) 
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 Gender    

Mission M F   

MINUSTAH 357 15 372  

MONUSCO 11 2 13  

UNAMID 4 0 4  

UNISFA 2 0 2  

UNMISS 2 0 2  

UNOCI 2 0 2  

   395 Total 

 

 

 

Peru takes pride in its participation in UN peacekeeping missions. In fact, Peru finds prestige in 

providing our very best for UN’s endeavors for as long as Peru has been a part of the UN. To 

date, Peru has deployed 379 of its troops, 18 military experts, and about $106,085 for 

peacekeeping missions around the globe (UN Peacebuilding 2015). The makeup of our deployed 

men and women come from all branches of our military and includes police personnel (Sanchez 

2015). We have a total of 20 UN missions having provided resources. Major Peruvian 

deployments include UNDOF right after the 1973 conflict, and during the Haiti natural disaster 

(Sanchez 2015). For MINUSTAH, it is worth noting that among our peacekeepers were many 

female personnel (Sanchez 2015). 

 

There are many reasons for our solid track record for contribution. First, as stated earlier, we 

Peruvians highly regard the UN and its peacekeeping efforts and sees national prestige in our 

participation (Sanchez 2015). It also provides us with a way to showcase our training and 

professionalism to the world, and I’m sure many of the other peacekeepers from other nations 

can agree to this. We also see our participation as a confidence building mechanism (Sanchez 

2015). Our troopers consistently build close relations with other countries. Building close 

friendships is always a goal of Peru. In 2008 we created a binational company of engineers with 

Argentina call Libertador Don Jose de San Martin for UN operations in MINUSTAH (Sanchez 

2015). 

 

 

International Cooperation 
 

Our country wants to contribute to the international community. We also want to advance and 

put forward the overall wellbeing of individuals by upholding everyone’s basic, human, political, 

and civil rights. Today Peru is continuing to champion this aspect of governing and seeing that 

Peru has a well-established past with the UN and the world, it is not hard to consider Peru for 

future international endeavors. 

 

According to the most recent release from Freedom House, Peru stands with a current status of 

Free, with a 2.5 freedom rating, 3 for civil liberties, and 2 for political rights (2015). A 

Fig. 2 Peru’s contributions by gender (UN Peacebuilding 2015) 
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breakdown of Peru’s freedom is as follows. Our political rights has received 30 out of 40 score 

from Freedom House (2015). Our congressional balloting system which uses an open list based 

on region has been deemed generally fair by outside observers (2015). We could still utilize 

better enforcement on campaign finance, and relieved pressure from journalists (2015). Our 

political scene sees party structure being healthily competitive but can be sometimes be 

polarized. Only until recently our presidents have been the subject of corruption and misdeeds. 

Despite decentralization, some minorities, especially those found in isolated jungle regions, tend 

to not get as much recognition as their closer, inner-city counterparts (2015). There will be no 

attempt to hide that our government can become subject to corruption. Drug traffickers in our 

country have become more persistent every year, and affect campaign finance (2015). Several 

scandals would come up with every term as well. However, I, and my administration, am making 

an effort for better transparency, and arrests are made in response to scandals (2015). 

 

As a government striving for democracy, we do not make any restrictions on academic freedom 

or access to information and the internet (2015). A lot of our press however—which most of 

which is privately owned—tends to be the subject to intimidation and attack whenever there is 

negative coverage (2015). This is a problem that is being addressed. Various groups attend to 

these problems such as the local press watchdog Institute for Press and Society (2015). Other 

things that we do not restrict are movement, as long as protests don’t disrupt travel (2015). 

Again, women often take the lead in leadership roles in both public and private sectors (2015). 

Peru is still plagued by child labor in gold mining regions and discrimination against the 

indigenous populations (2015). 

 

Taking a cue from the past, we do our part in upholding 

the law while ensuring rights and freedoms Peruvians 

are entitled to. Our constitution ensures citizens the right 

to peaceful assembly which authorities respect (2015). 

Moreover, my administration has recently passed policy 

that limits police and military during demonstrations, 

because we respect what our people have to say (2015). 

And with that, freedom of association is also respected, 

as well as recognition of workers the right to organize 

and bargain (2015). 

 

In spite of our well rounded efforts to allow freedom for 

our people, our journalists and those working for the 

media still experience hardships. Although this is 

something we are acknowledging, Reporters Without 

Borders ranks Peru at 92 out of 180 countries for their 

2015 World Press Freedom Index (a score of 31.21) 

(2015). In hindsight, this is 12 ranks up from 2014, so 

we are slowly but surely making progress in the free 

speech of our media. 

 

 

 Fig 3. World Freedom Press Index (2015) 
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We cannot stress enough the prestige and honor we find in serving alongside the UN in 

international operations. As a current member of the Peacebuilding Commission, we would like 

to highlight some of Peru’s participation and accomplishments. Peru is an original member of 

G77, having signed the Lima Declaration in 1971 (Group of 77). We have continued to work 

side by side other developing nations to promote our collective interests. Being a repository for a 

high number of natural resources, Peru is a large supporter of environmental sustainability and a 

fighter of climate change. We were ratified into the Kyoto Protocol in 2002, and we continue to 

be committed to limiting our greenhouse gas emissions through sustainable development, various 

market based mechanisms, and through the private sector (United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change). Establishing our commitment to civil and political rights of 

individuals, Peru was ratified into the ICCPR in 1978 

 

Again, thank you again, Mr. Secretary General, in considering Peru for the Security Council. I 

assure you that with the growth of this nation comes a qualified country to take part in world 

affairs and pursuit of peace.  

 

Thank you, 

 

President Ollanta Humala 
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